The Covent Garden Ladies

Published in Factotum 1989

This is an early draft and for the full and final edition, see Factotum 30, pp. 10-11

© Em. Professor Peter J. Atkins
Department of Geography
University of Durham

Durham DH1 3LE

United Kingdom
p.j.atkins@durham.ac.uk

https://www.dur.ac.uk/geography/staff/geogstaffhidden/?id=328






11

overfull, and Wapping, 'Shadwell
to glad each night; thes

e th

. The Royalty is
» and the neighbouring fields le
shall we call love_’s purest s

nd their lovely train
en shall be our walk; from these gay spots of pleasure

The 1788 edition was not the

; first compiled. According to ‘Rhodon’ Jack Harri
produced a manuscript in the

1740s, and printed editions appeared in the 1760s.§

Each prostitute is listed. For instance Miss L-st-r of no. 6, Union Street. Oxford
Road, who ‘now arrived at the tempting age of nineteen, her imagination is filled with
every luscious idea, refined sensibility ... her form is majestic, tall and elegant ...

Add to all this, she sings very well, is a very chearful companion, and has been in

life nine months’. At the start of her career this woman was able to charge three
guineas per assignation, but the rate of

another listed, aged forty, had dwindled to
five shillings.

This book is by turns hilarious and pornographic, although it is not difficult,
reading between the lines, to imagine the pathos in the situation of these girls, many
of whom would have been exploited rural migrants. Since each edition seems to list
different names and addresses, it should be possible to reconstruct the geography of
vice in late eighteenth century west London, although one would hardly expect the
sample to be reliable and representative! As a whole the book gives an insight into
the twilight world of the times which, through its pages, briefly assumes the
curiously ordered mantle of a new information age.

P. J. Atkins

University of Durham
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Editor’s note: Readers ma

like to know that, since Dr. Atkins wrote the above piece,
the British Library’s hold ngs
(187027, t1

f Harris’s list have indeed been added to ESTC
87063, t187065, tlg7066). Feeling sure that our readers would like to
know more,

we print below the results of further investigations into these
directories.



